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Stroud District (Cowle) Museum Service 

Rationalisation Policy – FAQ Sheet 
---------------------------------------- 
 
Introduction 
This Frequently Asked Questions sheet answers key questions about the 
Museum Service's Rationalisation Policy. This is a working document and will 
be updated in light of other questions or developments. 
 
How does the museum collect objects? 
The museum collects reactively, in response to offers, not proactively. It 
receives many offers and currently declines about 40-45% of them. The 
collections are a response to demand from the community that its heritage be 
preserved. The collections are primary evidence for the history of local people 
& their environment.  
 
What is Rationalisation? 
This sets out the process of reviewing all objects within the collection for 
retention or disposal against the following criteria: 

 Significance  

 Associated information/provenance  

 Display potential 

 Completeness, and condition 
 

Why not keep things forever? 
The great majority of objects accepted into permanent collections will be 
retained indefinitely; however the museum collections have grown up over 
more than 100 years.  During this time collecting priorities have changed and 
past collecting practices were sometimes less disciplined than those of today.  
For these reasons the collections include some objects which are no longer, 
or have never been, relevant to our community or are of insufficient 
significance to justify retention.  Disposal of these objects ensures that the 
collections remain relevant to the community and helps the museum to 
manage them within available resources.  
 
Why not display them all? 
Cost, space and (in some cases) the conservation needs of the objects limit 
what can be displayed.  The objects on display at the Museum in the Park are 
not just the “best”. They have been selected not only for their individual 
historic significance or conservation stability but also because, in combination, 
they tell the story of the Stroud District and its people.  Stored collections are 
a valuable resource for temporary exhibitions, future museum displays, 
education & research.  Storage is a cost effective way of preserving them for 
present and future generations. 
 
Can objects in storage been accessed? 
All objects held in store can be seen by prior appointment. Public access to 
stored collections is a requirement of Accreditation (see below).   
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What is disposal? 
This is act of removing an object from the collection in accordance with 
nationally set down criteria. 
 
Who proposes an object for disposal? 
Museum staff, following assessment during the review. 
 
Who decides? 
The Stroud District (Cowle) Museum Trust, the legal owners of the collection. 
 
Who disposes of the object? 
Museum staff, following sector best practice. 
 
What is Accreditation? 
Accreditation is the national minimum standard for museums.  The museum 
service holds Full Accreditation. Accreditation benefits museum visitors and 
the users of museums services. It supports museum managers and governing 
bodies in planning and developing their services, and it provides a benchmark 
for grant-making organisations, sponsors and donors. 
 

Does Accreditation cover disposal? 
Yes, the Accreditation standard includes criteria & procedures for disposal.  
The underlying principle is that disposal must be in the public interest.  It sets 
out that disposal decisions must be: 

 Made in the context of a acquisition/collections policy 

 Based on clearly expressed intended outcomes 

 Demonstrate long term benefit to: 
 The museum collections 
 Public use of and engagement with museum collections 

 
What is sector best practice for disposal? 
Sector best practice aims to retain objects in the public domain. A number of 
disposal options are available to museums, these include: 

 Free transfer to another Accredited museum 

 Free transfer to another institution in the public domain 

 Return to donor 

 Free transfer to an appropriate institution outside the public domain 
(e.g. a heritage or preservation organisation with appropriate 
objectives, but without Charitable status) 

 sale outside the public domain – any monies received from this 
procedure will be credited to the Museum’s Purchase Fund.  

 Gift or exchange outside the public domain 

 Recycling 

 Destruction 
 

What will happen to objects we or my relation donated? 
All objects will be assessed during the review.  Those proposed and approved 
for disposal will be removed from the museum collections following the 
museums disposal procedures. 
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Will donors be contacted? 
Not in all cases, the Museum has limited resources and this must be taken 
into account. Donors of the last 10 years will be contacted at their last known 
address. 
 
Can I see a list of everything proposed for disposal? 
Yes.  Summary lists of objects proposed for disposal and submitted to the 
Stroud District (Cowle) Museum Trustees for consideration can be requested 
from the museum. 
 
How does rationalisation relate to the Storage Reduction Framework? 
Rationalisation is best practice and part of the continual improvement in the 
care of the district’s heritage which has been acquired in response to demand.  
The Storage Reduction Framework is primarily driven by the ever increasing 
pressure on public finances. 


