(Frost covered Jerusalem sage by bowling green Pho  to: Mike McCrea)

Hi All,

With January turning out mostly wet and punctuated by the occasional frost, the New Year
brought a hectic schedule for park staff, which escalated with several burials at the cemetery
during the latter part of the month. Biodiversity, although high on the agenda, was naturally
placed on the back burner whilst more important core work was accommodated. Having said
this, a lot is going on in the park with the continuing tree planting on the main field, including 3
new poplar trees. A second seminar took place to discuss this year’s Festival of Nature, of
which Stratford Park will play an active part. The fourth phase of woodland work starts this
month which will concentrate on enhancements and improvements to the woodland paths and
the completion of access steps to the new bridge. In between core work and during wet
weather, we have managed to build and erect another Tawny owl box in the beech wood. 2015
looks to be a very busy year for development and conservation, and with this year’s Britain in



Bloom theme to include ‘green spaces for wildlife’, it looks to being a varied and rewarding year
ahead.
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6 years ago, we built and installed 4 wildfowl boxes on the island on the lake. With few natural
nesting sites available, the provision of these boxes proved invaluable for the park’s resident
duck population. Since that time, we have also built and installed 4 further wildfowl boxes along
the woodland stream. Mallards have bred very successfully on the island, and some years,
clutches of 18 eggs in one box is not unusual. This winter we have removed the existing boxes,
as these were starting to rot, and built and installed new boxes on the island. We have been
resourceful in using all recycled wood from the park — old plywood from the cemetery, pallets
and any other bits of wood we can find. The new boxes, installed last month, are already being
checked out by the resident Mallard population. These boxes have been spread out around the
edges of the island to allow more space for our swans to build their nest in the spring. At the
end of February, staff will once again cut down material from the leisure centre and place this on
the island as nest building material for the swans. Many of the park’s mallards will produce
second and sometimes third broods in good years, so these boxes will help with mortality rates
by reducing predation from other animals.
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(Paul Woodward puts the finishing touches to a duck box) (Installing t he new boxes)
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It is particularly gratifying this month to see the start of a fourth stage of woodland management
work that addresses both the Stratford Park Biodiversity 10 year action plan, and the
enhancement of existing woodland paths and routes. Stroud District Council is commendable
for its ongoing financial support and continued assistance to the development of Stratford Park
woodland. The arrival of Mark Graham (Public Spaces Officer SDC) last year, with his expert
environmental knowledge and work ethic, has enhanced the existing public spaces team
(particularly Rozelle Jachowicz), who has a very focused vision on the future of the woodland
and Stratford Park as a whole. SDC has been working with the Landscape Group not only as a
contractor, but as a company who is able to fulfill SDC’s aspirations and expectations of its 10
year management plan. The process of assessing and evaluating the woodland work is a joint
process between client and contractor, and | am grateful to SDC for allowing us great flexibility
in presenting proposals each year.

During the past year, there has been a great amount of storm damage throughout the park and
in particular the areas around the model railway, which historically, has experienced structural
damage to its railway track and steaming bays. On two occasions, huge black poplar trees have
fallen during storms and caused much damage to this area. As a result of this, woodland access
routes have also been compromised. Existing paths in this part of the woodland have become
overgrown over the succession of time, reducing further, the access available to the public. With
some precipitous areas within the woodland, the combination of storm damage, fallen trees and
land slip has resulted in almost 70% of original paths being rendered un-useable.

The upper areas of the woodland have become inaccessible and the main coniferous section
almost impenetrable. There is an urgent need to start restoring these woodland paths and this
year’'s phase of management work will aim to address this problem. With a continued interest
and demand for guided walks, these works will also serve to create a recognized ‘nature trail’
through the park. The link between the new bridge and original paths around the model railway
will be prioritized in order to satisfy health and safety requirements and capitalize on the ever
growing number of visitors using this part of the park. Discussions and site meetings have been
held with members of the model railway group who have kindly offered assistance during this
next phase of work. For those familiar with the route that the model railway track takes through
the woodland, the existing, rather messy cotoneasters and unsightly chestnut paling will be
removed and the sloping banks graded and planted with holly and sallow trees. A path which
runs from the tunnel bridge through overgrown vegetation will be restored and edged with
timber from the woodland. A top dressing of wood chippings, again from woodland works will be
laid along the path. This will pre-empt anyone considering access along the actual railway track.
The path will extend to the new bridge, where new steps, constructed out of the recycled poplar
will be built. It is intended to incorporate the new bridge into the final network of paths and act
also as a viewing point for bird watching on future walks.

During the last 3 years of woodland management, we have concentrated primarily on the
restoration and thinning of the far beech wood and this is starting to open up nicely. The old
pond, which was restored last spring, has started to regenerate with planted marginal plants,
and we hope to include further work here for this year's Festival of Nature. Staff will also be
carrying out some further thinning of the beech trees. As mentioned in the introduction to this
newsletter, we have also built and erected a second tawny owl nest box in this part of the
woodland. Tree planting next to the woodland is ongoing. This year's woodland management
work is due to start on 16™ February and run through until the end of March.
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(The beech wood in spring) (New tawny owl box Jan 2015)
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It is National Nest Box Week this month, and once again the BTO is asking individuals, families,
teachers and wildlife groups to take part in the scheme by providing new homes for garden
birds. Natural nest sites for birds such as holes in trees or old buildings are disappearing fast as
gardens are ‘tidied’ and old houses are repaired. Taking part in NNBW gives you the chance to
contribute to bird conservation whilst giving you the pleasure of observing any breeding birds
that you attract to your nest box. The Landscape Group has made a significant impact on
breeding birds in Stratford Park through its own nest box scheme and Stroud Valleys Project
make and stock a range of different bird boxes, so a visit to their shop in Stroud could provide
you with the best box you need for your garden. Here in the park, we are putting up our ‘camera
bird box’ this spring by the staff room, and hope to install a TV monitor to feed back any activity
in the box throughout the summer. Examples of how successful our own nest boxes have been
in the park are shown below. For more information on NNBW or how to build a bird box, visit
www.thebto.org.uk (All photos: Mike McCrea)




The following press item was featured in the Stroud news & Journal week ending 30" January

“‘RARE TREES DONATED TO PARK FOR WAR PROJECT”

“Two pairs of genetically rare black poplar trees are kindly being donated to Stratford Park. They
have been donated by the Gloucestershire Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group as part of the
Black Poplar Planting Project in commemoration of the First World War. A spokesman for
Stroud District council said “This donation is very timely and much appreciated as we have
recently lost two magnificent specimen poplar trees in the woodland area near the model
railway leaving only one veteran black poplar tree over a hundred years old to stand as
testament to that time”. Black poplar trees, which would have been a common sight in this area
in the early 20" Century prior to the war years, are now rare therefore the project is also helping
to secure the genetic future of black poplars in Gloucestershire.

The young poplar trees are being planted as part of the second phase of the Big Tree Plant
begun last year to extend the woodland edge. Stroud valleys Project in partnership with Stroud
District Council was successful in bidding for 4,000 young native trees including hawthorn, oak,
beech and field maples supplied by The Forestry Commission and Defra.

(One of t he veteran poplar trees that came down during 2011)
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The late cold snap during the last week of January into the first week of February has seen a
large influx in redwings and fieldfares into the park. These birds breed in Scandinavia, and are
pushed southwards during colder weather, arriving in the UK between October and January.
Numbers fluctuate from year to year, and the park has experienced large movements of these
birds during the winters of 2009 -10. With two recent mild winters, redwing and fieldfare
numbers have been low in the park. Several members of the public have approached me
recently to ask what birds these are, as large numbers have been foraging close to the car park
and around the play area. On the afternoon of 2" February around 100 birds were feeding by
the service road barrier, and some of these came within 6ft of my vehicle. The constant search
for food brings these birds closer to human habitation, and birds have also been seen taking
cotoneaster berries from shrubs by the outdoor pool. Another welcome sight among these birds
is the occurrence of a number of Mistle thrushes. They have also been seen in the cedars by
the lake. Although Mistle thrushes are mainly sedentary, these may be immigrant birds that
have arrived with the redwings. Anyone wishing to get a close look at all of these birds will see
them most days above the play area and along the rear service road. Most will start returning to
their breeding grounds in March and April.

(Redwing) (Fieldf are)

(Mistle thrush)
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Signs of new growth are already starting to show around the park, with new shoots of wild
garlic, wild arum and other flowers just pushing through the soil in the woodland. Daffodils by
the pond and perennials at the orangery show that spring is on its way.

BIRDS:

Birds are showing very well all around the park this month against the bare canopy, and
particularly on days of blue skies. As well as the winter thrushes mentioned above, nuthatches,
treecreepers and goldcrests are all to be seen foraging through the trees. Coal tits have been
feeding in the conifers by the orangery and a continuing influx of blackbirds has been evident.
Great-spotted woodpeckers are in the woodland, but green woodpeckers have been unusually
secretive this month. Common buzzard and sparrowhawk is a regular sight over the park and on
the lake, grey wagtail is present most days along with our resident kingfisher and heron.
Goldfinches have been absent since December, which is unusual as these are normally
common along the top hedgerows in winter and on the wildflower bank. Chaffinches are
foraging in the woodland with great and blue tits. At Stratford Court large numbers of pied
wagtails are feeding on the fields along with mixed flocks of gulls.

MAMMALS:

Roe deer have been seen in the beech wood and a badger was seen at salmon springs on 30"
January. Red foxes continue to visit the park from the adjacent fields.

CONTACT

Mike McCrea Tel: 07833091294 E Mail: mmccrea@thelandscapegroup.co.uk mike@media-
maker.com

USEFUL LINKS
www.stroudnature.co.ok www.stroudinbloom.co.uk www.birdhols.com
www.ianpetersphotographer.co.uk www.museuminthepark.org.uk www.thebto.org
www.theaes.org www.thelandscapegroup.co.uk

Signs of spring



